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Foreword, 

Legends give flavour to family history. When told by master storytellers, such as the Scots-Irish, they appear 
temptingly real. 

Problem is, legends grow from imagination and repetition. Many are short on detail and can be both blessing 
and curse. Still the historian must recognize a legend's heroic and romantic appeal and steer a course toward 
truth, keeping a wary eye for crosscurrents of humour and shoals of mischief. 

Legends and traditions tumbled forth when this writer began to compile background on the Crawfords, one of 
the two Scots-Irish families portrayed here. Plain truths then demanded inclusion of the McWilliams family. 
And probabilities about both emerged when trails vanished and neither legend nor truth lit the way. 

This attempt to clarify several mysteries of Crawford tradition, introduce different findings, and offer a record of 
events may encourage other descendants in these lines to come forward with additional information, and 
some future historian may then straighten the record still further. 

George Pettett  

Autumn   1997 
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CHAPTER ONE 

The Crawford legend which drives and complicates this chronicle surrounds a man who arrived at the port of 
Charleston, South Carolina, in one of the years preceding the Great Irish Hunger 1845-1855. 

William A. Crawford came to America from County Antrim in Ireland. His wife died on the crossing. The 
grieving William failed to remember the little cloth pouch she kept pinned to her chemise, near her bosom. 
When they lowered her shrouded body into the sea, the family's small savings went with her. All the money 
William A. Crawford possessed when he, his wife, and small children set out in high spirit for the voyage. 
Money needed to make a new start in a strange place. 

The legend stalls at this point. Smallpox and kindred fevers took high tolls from the numbers crowded on those 
small ships, and it is likely William A. Crawford's wife was such a victim. Obviously this man had reason to turn 
and go back to the place he had left, but he did not have the means. No doubt companions on board offered 
consoling words, but each family group needed every penny for its own survival. William A. Crawford must 
have longed for familiar neighbourhoods and close kin back in County Antrim. But that longing could not book 
his passage on one of the ships returning to the old country. 

In the most popular traditional tale, William A. Crawford faced this crisis in 1843. He made his way, by that 
account, to Abbeville District, South Carolina, where he remarried. The second wife was a cousin of the late 
first wife. The same premise credits William A. Crawford with as many as 17 children, with no distinct order of 
birth or numbers born to each wife. Sons, by traditional account, had names of John, William, Patrick, Mark, 
Matthew, David, Robert, Caleb, Thomas, and Samuel. Daughters were Jane Lyle, Esther, Anna, Martha, 
Eliza-beth, Mary L. and Rebecca. 

The same enduring family tradition goes on to say William A. Crawford moved to Georgia, where he acquired 
property which later became a prime part of the centre of the emerging city of Atlanta. His home site, by 
another legendary account, was blessed with seven springs, a most fortunate circumstance for that time, were 
it true. 

The principal legend concludes in placing William A. Crawford's body at rest in the city cemetery at Decatur, 
Georgia, in a year unspecified. 

The preponderance of evidence, however, indicates this immigrant came to America more than 30 years 
before 1843. 

Evidence, not legend, shows his destiny led inland from Charleston along one of the roads to the backcountry, 
where thousands of Scots-Irish arrivals had settled in places named Laurens and Newberry, as well as 
Abbeville. A few miles east of the Saluda River, near a spring called Liberty for its significance in the War for 
American Independence; William A. Crawford appears to have found his release from the burdens with which 
he landed. He began a new Me — first in Laurens District, not Abbeville — with the family of Alexander 
McWilliams. Evidence suggests one of the daughters of Alexander McWilliams became the second wife of 
William A. Crawford. 

While tradition favours the 1843 arrival, meaning the second Mrs William A. Crawford entered the scene that 
same year or later, a variety of facts support belief in a much earlier year. Twelve of the aforementioned 17 
Crawford siblings (children of the immigrant and both his wives) have been identified, and all 12 were born 
before 1835. All apparently claimed South Carolina birthplaces.  

Further evidence suggests William A. Crawford left Laurens District and crossed the Saluda River into 
Abbeville District by the early 1820s. He remained there several years then headed west again, across the 
Savannah River toward Georgia's Henry County and DeKalb County. These findings indicate he died before 
1850. And that makes plausible the Decatur burial place because Decatur was the largest community in giant 
pre-1850 DeKalb County, predating the im-portance railroads gave to the terminus which became the city of 
Atlanta and the concurrent carving of DeKalb's western half into the formation of Fulton County.  
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In all his places of residence, William A. Crawford managed to live near men who bore the same first and last 
names he was given. With multiple William Crawfords, historians struggle to define which William Crawford 
witnessed a deed, bought items at an estate sale, or gave answers for early censuses identifying head of 
household only. The duplication of his name is the sticking point for those descendants who may wish to boast 
this ancestor once owned part of the heartland of Atlanta. 

Some of the other William Crawfords wrote wills or produced descendants who wrote about their William 
Crawford. Those works are cited as this record of events unfolds, establishing who William A. Crawford was 
not. 

Did his middle initial stand for Alexander, Andrew, Alonzo, or Angus? Legends do not tell, and findings 
presented here do not hold the answer. 

Few marks made by this man of legend have been found. The proof historians treasure - early deeds, estate 
administration papers, and similar vital records - were lost in courthouse fires in both Abbeville County SC and 
DeKalb County GA. Lists of passengers arriving at Charleston prior to 1850 survive for years 1820-1829 only. 
Many naturalization records of Laurens County SC were lost. 

Some explanations about the mysterious William A. Crawford come from a study of his birthplace in Ireland 
and from what has been learned about his many children. Close examination of this Crawford line brings out 
the significance of the McWilliams family. By the mystery man's in-laws ye shall know him, so to speak. 

Of particular importance is the life of David McWilliams (born about 1790 Ireland, died I860 SC). He came as a 
youth to upstate South Carolina. His daughter Jane married William A. Crawford's son John. Further evidence 
suggests David McWilliams and William A. Crawford were brothers-in-law. 

These men were shaped from childhood in a culture were land ownership was difficult, if not impossible, for 
the common man. Pressure was intense on small farmers to produce maximum yields from minimum acreage, 
or perish. Their parents and grandparents had been persecuted because of religious belief. Rebellion against 
a ruling monarch seethed and surfaced in short outbursts within each generation in their native country. 

Their great joy at becoming part of a new society freed from that monarchy's colonial rule can be understood, 
together with the open religious and political expression awakened within them. Land ownership was not only 
within reach but quickly attained. 

Before these yeomen farmers can be studied in the fullest available light, the beginning of their family alliance 
should be considered at its source: back across the Atlantic, in places known as Antrim and Ayrshire, with still 
more legends. 

---------------------------- 

Some Crawford legends are graced by no less than Mary, Queen of Scots. One story places a Crawford 
among the murderers of the Queen's lover. Another Crawford was said to have been one of the imprisoned 
Queen's jailers. A third, more romantic tale claims a young Crawford fell in love with her and attempted to help 
the Queen escape. She was beheaded in 1587; the fate of the love struck young Crawford is unknown. 

Legend proponents and historians agree the traditional home of the Crawfords is at Crawfordjohn and 
Crawford, on opposite sides of the headwaters of the River Clyde in Scotland's Lowlands. Crawfords have 
been linked for 800 years to this place, of about equal distance east from the town of Ayr, north of Dumfries, 
southwest from Edinburgh, and southeast of Glasgow. 

One legend says the name Crawford came from a crossing place on a stream running through lands of Sir 
Reginald, Shire Reeve [colloquial, Sheriff] of Ayr, in the 12th century. A ford in the stream was favoured by 
crows, who feasted on treasures exposed by the rocks. Sir Reginald's descendants came to be identified by 
place: of the crows' ford, or Crawford.1 

The eldest grandsons of Sir Reginald divided the barony between them. One female descendant of Sir 
Reginald became the bride of Sir Malcolm Wallace, and their son William led Scotland's fight for freedom from 
English rule in the 13th century. Thousands of sons of succeeding generations of Crawfords were named 
William to honour this patriot. 
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Since the elder sons inherited family lands and titles, younger sons of Scots became tenant farmers or 
developed a craft or trade. One male Crawford descendant had the good fortune, after marriage, to acquire 
tide to lands at Kilbirnie, north of Ayr. Kilbirnie became another centuries-old Crawford base. 

The tenant farmers of Scotland liked the opportunity they saw in the meadows of Ireland, to their west. The 
native Irish used land primarily for grazing cattle. These Celtic cousins showed little regard for the Scots' skills 
at preparing soil and nurturing plants to produce harvests, as well as cattle and sheep. 

The narrow channel separating Scotland from Ireland made coming and going easy. If Scotland were said to 
resemble the base of an inverted wishbone, with Ireland as the smaller bone snapped apart from England and 
Wales, then Scotland's Ayr and Ireland's Antrim identify the points where the break occurred. A 10 to 20-mile 
channel of water filled the crevice and fostered legends of giants who stepped from one island to the other. 

The last of the old Gaelic families still in control of Antrim in Ireland's Ulster region paid less attention to 
restless Scots than to the enemy they shared in common, the English. An unofficial coexistence grew, and 
Scottish farmers had established residence in Ulster's Antrim many years before the Act of Plantation in 1609 
imposed mass resettlement terms in Ireland, a result of conquests under Queen Elizabeth I. 

The Irish, too, had crossed that narrow channel of their own accord. Irish colonies, including the kingdom of 
Dal Riada, had been claimed on Scottish soil. One tradition identifies a family from County Antrim with varied 
spellings of McWilliam, McQuillen, and McQuillian, as princes of Dal Riada.2 

Antrim in Ulster absorbed greater numbers of Scottish farmers after 1609 when Sir William Edmonstone 
purchased the estate of Broadisland, which spread southward from Larne Lough and the base of thumb-like 
Islandmagee to the fort, and town, of Carrickfergus. 

No doubt Edmonstone sided with King James, the first Stuart who wore the consolidated crown of England 
and Scotland, a bond made necessary when Elizabeth's lack of an heir forced the Tudors to turn to their Stuart 
cousins. 

Lord Edmonstone brought in Scottish farmers as tenants, and he arranged for some of his relatives and 
friends to become landowners. 

Soon after Edmonstone established his base at Redhall on the southern shore of Larne Lough, the Reverend 
Edward Brice came to Antrim from Scotland in 1613. His mission: to organize the scattered Presbyterians into 
a functioning church. 

Scots had responded to the preaching of the Presbyterian Reformer John Knox. His teaching in the 1500s was 
shunned as heresy by bishops of the established churches, Catholic and Anglican. Knox's followers were 
called Dissenters. Nonetheless, Presbyterianism rose as a rival for hearts and minds, and the Scots would not 
relinquish that faith when Establishment church dominance on both islands denied them recognition of 
marriage and baptism. Their ministers had to be ordained in secret; an open ceremony invited arrest and 
imprisonment. 

A vocal wing of Puritan Reformers, with Presbyterian allies in Scotland, began imploring the crown for a 
national covenant against Catholic ritual and doctrine. The Scottish Covenanters lived in a state of constant 
flight because their stands drew harsh reaction from established authorities. 

When Charles I succeeded James I to the consolidated crown of England and Scotland in 1625, a young 
Covenanter kinsman of the Reverend Brice, Brice Blair, fled Ayrshire with his wife and infant daughter. From 
Edmonstone he obtained land in Ballyvallough, about five miles southwest of the port of Larne and an equal 
distance due west from Redhall. The Established church and civil government defined Ballyvallough and 
surrounding area to its north as the Parish of Raloo.3 

The landscape of Raloo Parish features three hills which form a crescent: the crescent's northern end points 
toward the town of Larne, the southern tip toward Redhall. Mount Hill is closest to Larne, Cross Hill is the 
crescent's center, and Carneal Hill anchors the southern end. A stream, Raloo Water, meanders between 
Cross Hill and Carneal until it charges down a waterfall past the steep-sloped village of Gleno on its way to 
confluence with Glynn River and Larne Lough. [See Map #1] 
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The land surrounding these hills responded to seeding and labour. The stream supplied water and furnished 
power for a mill to grind the grain. 

One of these small farms became, by 1641, home to the then grown and married daughter of Brice Blair and 
Esther Peden Blair. Nancy "Nannie" Blair had married Patrick Crawford of Raloo, and this couple had at least 
one child, a son named John. 

Legend says this Crawford home was one of many burned when violence struck Antrim in October 1641. 
Warning by a loyal Catholic servant girl allegedly gave this small Crawford family time to escape.4 

"What people thought happened in that bloody autumn," wrote historian R. F. Foster in Modern Ireland 1600-
1972, "conditioned events and attitudes for generations to come. From 22 October 1641 an attack was 
launched on Ulster settlers by their native neighbours, especially directed at those outside the walled towns. 
Possibly 4,000 were killed, not counting those who died from their sufferings as refugees. Retaliatory attacks 
on Catholics soon accounted for nearly as many." 

Patrick Crawford and his family were convenient targets of a backlash by native Irish over confiscation of lands 
and a bitterness born in theological difference. Catholics feared their right to worship was about to be banned 
by a Parliament locked in a struggle for power with Charles I, and they vented their anger on Protestants who 
lived among them.5 
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In the spirit of an eye for an eye, there was soon blame enough for all. 

The crown had long conspired to enflame resentment of the rise of Presbyterianism in Ireland. In the summer 
of 1639, Ulster Scots over age 16 had been required to swear, while a military force watched, an oath of 
loyalty to Charles I. But the crown itself was soon toppled before the twin furies of a Parliament out of control 
and the Puritan movement. Years of suffering descended upon England, Ireland, and Scotland. Although the 
crown was restored eventually under Charles II, the lines drawn in the 1640s were to last for hundreds of 
years. 

To a small farm family of Raloo, the deliberate burning of their home and the slaughter inflicted by opposing 
sides had been statements of horrific proportions. Their loss could hardly be exaggerated. But Ulster Scots 
possessed an inborn discipline for recovery from pillage. Stoical resourcefulness had brought their people 
back time after time, occasional victors but more often the victims, from a succession of wars with England. 
And those who chose to follow Reformation ministers had long been accustomed to being outnumbered. 
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The Presbyterians of Raloo, and all of Antrim, were not easily intimidated. With the same perseverance they 
had shown by rowing across the channel in good weather to worship in Scotland when no meeting house was 
available to them in Ulster, they endured. 

By 1625 Presbyterians had succeeded in founding the Old Church of Larne and Kilwaughter. In addition to 
these towns, this church served Presbyterians living in the parishes of Glynn, Raloo, and Templecorran.6 

No membership rolls survived from the first years of the Old Church of Larne and Kilwaughter, but Session 
minutes identify a Patrick Crawford as an Elder in the 1680s, and a Patrick Crawford is mentioned again in 
1700. The Patrick of the 1680s may have been a son, or the husband, of the woman named in the tombstone 
inscription: "Here lyeth the body of Nancie Blare wefe of Pattrick Crafovrd, 21st Arie 1691." That stone is the 
earliest such marker found in Raloo Graveyard, located about four miles south of the Old Church of Larne and 
Kilwaughter. Thus it is known Nancy Blair Crawford lived some 50 years after the burning of Raloo. Her 
husband Patrick Crawford's death year is unknown. 

Further evidence that Crawfords had established residence in/around Raloo about that time is found in l669's 
Hearthmoney Roll. John Crafford and a Widow Crafford were counted in Ballyrickardbeg, a townland in 
northern Raloo Parish, two miles south of Larne.7 

The earliest known stone of a male Crawford in Raloo Graveyard reads: "Here lieth the body of Robert 
Creford, of Loughmorn, aged 72 years, AD 1701." Lough Mourn is a small body of water just over the line from 
Raloo in Carrickfergus Parish.8 

More than one surviving tombstone of Crawfords buried at Raloo Graveyard in the 18th and 19th centuries 
features the same carved arms, crest, and motto. An ermine is depicted creeping within a horizontal band 
separating three crows. Inscription reads: "God Feeds the Crows." 

References to Crawfords of the 1700s in surviving minutes of the Old Presbyterian Church of Larne and 
Kilwaughter reveal patterns which become clear in a study of the line of William A. Crawford, once he reached 
South Carolina. 

Preference for the male names William, Patrick, and John have been noted. In addition, the Crawfords of 
Raloo liked the names David, Robert, and Matthew. All six names were used in naming the sons of William A. 
Crawford. 

In naming their female children, the Crawfords of Raloo placed great emphasis on variations of Jane, Janet, 
and Jenny. Esther and Mary received comparable favour, with Martha, Anne or Anna, and Elizabeth also 
popular. Daughters of William A. Crawford were known by these very names. 

Such allegiance to a naming pattern is more significant than coincidental to the Scots-Irish. 

The earliest marriage and baptismal records of the Old Church of Larne and Kilwaughter date from 1726.8 

Of the Crawfords in those ceremonies: a William Crawford married Mary Caldwell 6 December 1733. John 
Fleming and Janet Crawford were wed 11 October 1742. On 27 January 1745 William Crawford married 
Martha Agnew. Patrick Crawford and Ann Drummond were married 14 August 1746. John Crawford married 
Jane Lyle 21 August 1746. On 19 August 1746 Samuel McCreary took Mary Crawford to be his wife. John 
Richey and Esther Crawford were wed 8 May 1750, and William Crawford married Mary Service 20 February 
1753. 

Baptisms of the same 20-year period included the following children of one or more men named David 
Crawford: 9 January 1732, a daughter Janet; 22 August 1734, a son William; 28 January 1737, a son James; 
29 March 1742, a daughter Mary; and two children whose first names were never given to the church clerk in 
summer 1744 and June 1747. 

A child of John Crawford was baptized in June or July 1748, as was a daughter Jane, 31 August 1750. No 
other Crawford baptisms appear in this section of the records. 

Two of the aforementioned marriages call for close examination. Descendants of the John Crawford who 
married Jane (also known as "Annie") Lyle in 1746 affirm that John was the son of Patrick Crawford and Ann 
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Drummond. The church records make it appear that Patrick married Ann one week before John married Jane. 
Two probable explanations: Presbyterian marriages went unrecognized prior to the Toleration Act for 
Protestant Dissenters in 1719- Couples who married without such recognition may have wished to have their 
union solemnized openly at last in their church. An equally plausible explanation for the 1746 marriages is that 
two Patrick Crawfords and two Ann Drummonds may have resided in that place at that time.9 

More about the 1746 marriage of John Crawford and Jane Lyle is disclosed in a manuscript The History of 
Nancy Boydon file at the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland, 66 Balmoral Avenue, Belfast NIBT 9 6 NY. 
A relevant passage reads: 

"...The parents of Matthew Crawford of Raloo were John Crawford and Jane Lyle who were married in the Old 
Presbyterian Church Larne on the 21st Aug 1746 by the Reverend Josias Clugston." This manuscript 
continues: "...Matthew Crawford had one brother William who married a Miss Stuart; they emigrated to South 
Carolina and left thirteen of a family."10 

No year of birth is given in that manuscript for the said William Crawford, and no year is identified for his 
sailing to America. Obviously, he was too young to have been one of the William Crawfords who married 
between 1733-1753, and he was not the William Crawford, son of David Crawford, baptised in 1734. A gap of 
40 years appears in the marriage and baptismal records of the Old Church of Larne and Kilwaughter before 
they resume in the 1790s. Considerable 1797 to 1799 evidence suggests more than one adult William 
Crawford was part of this congregation, possibly as many as three. On 13 January 1797 William Crawford 
married Margaret Bryson. On 14 May 1798 parents William Crawford and Mary [ Margaret ?] Bryson Crawford 
baptized a son James. Then in May 1799, a William Crawford and wife Jenny baptized Lile [Lyle ?] Crawford. 

The church clerk began adding place of residence after the names of individuals of each ceremony in the 
1790s. William Crawford of the 1797 wedding was from Raloo, as was the William Crawford of the 1799 
baptism. The William Crawford of 1798's baptism was "of Mount Hill." 

No purpose of confusing the reader is intended, but the number of William Crawfords in this church 
congregation and the outlying community within Raloo Parish shrinks the likelihood of determining which of 
these men was William A. Crawford, who emigrated to the backcountry of South Carolina. The accumulated 
evidence impels belief that he was one of these men, or a close cousin. 

The presence of members of the McWilliams family in this congregation is proven within these records of the 
1790s. Baptisms included: 13 January 1798, Andrew McWilliams, son of Andrew McWilliams and Sarah 
Drummond McWilliams of Raloo; and, on 28 April 1799, Mary Gordon Whiteford, daughter of Alexander 
Whiteford and Ellen McWilliam Whiteford of Ballyrickard. 

In addition, McWilliams graves make up one corner of Raloo Graveyard. 

--- 

One of the William Crawfords named in Old Presbyterian Church of Larne and Kilwaughter records of the 
1790s likely was the William Crawford who entered into a lease for twenty-one acres in the townland of 
Ballyrickardmore, Raloo Parish, County Antrim, on 31 December 1799- That lease, executed by the attorney 
for Arthur, Lord Viscount Dungannon, is filled with revelations about the Me and times of a small tenant farmer 
in Raloo Parish when the 18th century gave way to the 19th.11 

First, the twenty-one acres were "...now in his [William Crawford's] possession." Annual rent was six pounds, 
nine shillings, to be paid in equal half-payments "every first day of May and first day of November." Payment 
dates were probably set to coincide with harvests, and the income they brought. 

The lease required that the tenant "...shall grind all the Grain that shall be expended upon the premises during 
this demise at Gleno Mills and pay the usual toll or mulcture for grinding the same, or in default thereof shall 
forfeit and pay to his Lordship his Heirs and Assigns five shillings Sterling for each Barrel of grain ground at 
any other mill or nulls." 

Pity the poor tenant farmer who dared to refine his barley, oats, or wheat at a mill closer to his home than the 
one at Gleno, a good two-mile walk from Ballyrickardmore. And his yield from no more than twenty-one acres 
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meant whatever tolls were assessed at the mill — owned no doubt by Lord Dungannon — reduced the amount 
of ground flour and meal left for the tenant family to live on. 

The William Crawford of that 1799 lease was in his middle thirties, at least, if not older. His lease term was for 
William's own lifetime and that of his eldest son, John, then identified as 20 years old. 

Leases of the time were "good for three lives," and the other persons named suggest a kinship to William 
Crawford. Next after William's son John Crawford, John Moore, 12-year-old son of Thomas Moore, was 
named in the lease. Third was William Blair, 12-year-old son of Samuel Blair. Probability points to Thomas 
Moore and Samuel Blair as brothers-in-law to William Crawford; John Moore and William Blair were William's 
nephews, the survivor of whom was to inherit the lease should anything happen to young John Crawford. 

This lease showed that small farmers of Raloo Parish had to extract every square foot of use from their plots 
of ground. Any wild game seen on the land was rarely turned into a meal on the tenant's table, being reserved 
in many leases for the hawking and hunting pleasure of the landlord, who also appeared annually to claim the 
farmer's prize hog or calf. 

Their Scottish traits of thrift, hard work, and loyalty toward kin brought out these farmers' best efforts. Their 
achievements were hailed when, in 1838, the Railway Commissioners of Ireland, surveying the whole island, 
said of the Ulster population: "They are a frugal, industrious, and intelligent race, inhabiting a district for the 
most part inferior in natural fertility to the southern portion of Ireland, but cultivating it better."12 

The sphere of life for these farmers was their home parish, not a nation. Antrim historians D. H. Akenson and 
R.S.J. Clarke wrote: " [The farmer] ..was concerned with making a living, keeping on proper footing with his 
neighbours, and perhaps, with saving his own soul. These occupations were highly time consuming, intensely 
personal, and almost entirely local."13 

This lifestyle resisted outside influence until the late l700s, when two energetic forces began cracking that 
shell. One force beckoned from far away, the other grew close at home. 

Evenings, by a cottage's turf fire, family conversation shared a relative or neighbour’s news about a letter 
which had arrived from America. Former Raloo men and women sent word back by way of ships bringing 
timber and tobacco to English and Irish ports, in letters which spoke of grants of land. The colony of South 
Carolina gave 100 acres to each head of family, more if family size warranted it. The letter writers urged their 
kin and friends to join them. 

A few Presbyterian ministers actively recruited family groups willing to relocate with them in colonial America. 
One who brought a large number of County Antrim families to South Carolina was the Reverend William 
Martin.14 

The American Revolution delayed more emigration until the middle 1780s. Talk of the colonies' success at 
freeing themselves from English rule spread to the hearthside conversations back in Ireland. Relatives and 
close friends were involved. 

Soon the discussions grew more guarded, with whispered reports of activists who were pressing the issue of 
an Ireland free from her English yoke. 

Movements which began in secret grew bold in the 1790s. Catholics and Presbyterians shelved their distrust 
of each other sufficiently to swell the ranks of a group known as United Irishmen. 

The year 1798 brought the ill-fated uprising by these United Irishmen. "The Year of the French," as 1798 came 
be labelled, because those who rebelled openly against the English believed the newly independent French 
would come to help them. That wave of optimism vanished when reinforcements did not follow the arrival of a 
small French landing force in Donegal, and superior fire-power quickly overwhelmed the poorly armed United 
Irishmen. Severe punishment was dealt swiftly to those who had lost, including the hanging of 16-year-old 
William Nelson in front of his mother's home at Ballycarry, two miles south of Gleno.15 

The message was tragically clear. 
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English authorities turned hostile toward emigration, particularly when skilled craftsmen attempted to leave. 
But dozens of families had left County Antrim for South Carolina between 1784-1798. And, in spite of 
obstacles, more were on the way.16 
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Endnote
                                                      

1 A legend within a legend. The first says the Earl of Richmond captured the King 
of Scotland, William the Lion, in 1174 and held him captive at Richmond Castle, 
Yorkshire, England. The royal prisoner took advantage of what freedom his 
confinement allowed to make friends of his hosts, particularly the Earl's son 
Reginald. That legend claims young Reginald saved William the Lion's life when a 
wounded stag attacked on one of their hunting forays outside the castle. When 
William the Lion was released he did not forget the help he had been given by his 
young friend. The King of Scotland named Reginald Shire Reeve of Ayr, with 
attendant lands and responsibilities. Once he took up his place in Ayr, Reginald 
came to be known as "Reginald the Good." Shorter versions omit William the Lion 
and begin the tale by citing Sir Reginald's barony and the crows' ford, allegedly 
on the River Clyde. 

The crows' ford legend has support in some published works, including The 
American Genealogical Research Institute's 1973 work The Crawford Family, but the 
editor of the newsletter The Crawford Exchange expressed his doubt (The Crawford 
Exchange, Wilton Whisler, Editor, 121 S 168th St, Seattle WA 98148-1611, Vol 
16#2, Spring 1995, and Vol 17 #2, Spring 1996). 

The challenger(s) will have to explain why the motto "God Feeds the Crows" has 
been carved on Crawford tombstones. Some surviving stones in County Antrim, 
Ireland, date to the 18th century. If, by inscribing those words, preceding 
generations of Crawfords meant to affirm acceptance of the crows' ford in their 
ancestry, as well as their humility before the Almighty, their acts do not 
prevent other interpretations. It is a large family. But this chronicle relates 
specifically to Crawfords of County Antrim. 

Another explanation for the surname's meaning was given in J.E.D. Shipp's 
biography of American statesman William Harris Crawford, Giant Days (Americus GA: 
Southern Printers, 1908). Shipp wrote on page 9: "The name Crawford signifies in 
Gaelic the pass of blood, from 'cru,' bloody, and 'ford,' a pass." A separate 
case has been built for importance of a ford on the River Cree, a crossing place 
which Scots used to win a major battle. The Scot leader was granted land there, 
to which he gave the name Creeford, subsequently Crawford. Another theory derives 
the name from the ancient words "crodh" and "port" which, when combined, signify 
a sheltering place for cattle. And still another version leaps to the centuries 
when Vikings wandered and conquered at will, linking the Crawford ancestry to the 
Dane Leofwine. That interpretation will be left to researchers more experienced 
in probing Viking lore. 

2 From McWilliam Family Record by John M. McWilliam (1955), Transcript #1292, 
Public Records Office of Northern Ireland [identified hereafter as PRONI], 66 
Balmoral Ave, Belfast, Northern Ireland BT9 6NY. Page 9 of this transcript: 
"There are two distinct families or clans of McWilliam in Northern Ireland. The 
deBurghs of Connaught took the Celtic name of McWilliam in very early times. They 
were at one time Earls of Ulster. ... The other family of McWilliam, whose name 
is spelt in many ways (McQuillen, McQuillian, McWilliams, etc) was a North Antrim 
family, claiming to be Princes of Dalriada, till defeated and expelled by the 
McDonnells of Scotland in 1580 at the Battle of Aura." 

And from Ruth Dudley Edwards An Atlas of Irish History (london: Methuen & Co LTD, 
1973) p 232: "Ulster is very much the creation of the Scots. There is an irony in 
this in that the Irish were early colonists of Scotland when in the fourth 
century they set up the kingdom of Dal Riada. Intercourse between the province 
and western Scotland was always frequent." 
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3 From Brice Blair Genealogy File within The Lyle Genealogy, the work of Dr. 
Eleanor M. Hiestand-Moore. 

4 From handwritten manuscript The History of Nancy Boyd, undated and author 
unidentified, PRONI Document #3000/58, three pages. Last paragraph, p 2, and 
first two paragraphs, p 3: "... The oldest legible tombstone in Raloo churchyard 
is erected in memory of Nancy Blare (Blair) wife of Patrick Crawford of Raloo. 

"One Sunday morning 23 Oct 1641 this woman went out leaving her infant son with 
her servant girl named Bridget McMurdagh who belonged to Gleno near Raloo. When 
Mrs Crawford returned to the house this girl was crying and kissing the baby. Her 
mistress asked what was the matter. At length she cried 'Fly for your lives for 
Raloo will be burned at 12 o'clock.' 'Where shall we go,' said the frightened 
woman. 'Get your horses ready and ride to Carrickfergus Castle where the army 
will guard you,' said the girl. 'I could not bear to see you my kind mistress and 
the rest burned to death. I will be quite safe in the heeling at Cross Hill where 
I was warned to go.' 

"When the Crawfords were but clear of Raloo it was in flames. When some of the 
burners were hanged and order restored, the Crawfords returned to their home. The 
Catholic servant girl returned to them and at length died in her grateful 
mistresses arms and is buried in Raloo where the Crawfords have buried their dead 
for over three hundred years." 

5 R. F. Foster Modern Ireland 1600-1972 (London: Alien Lane The Penguin Press, 
1988) p 85. Also condensations of W. E. H. Lecky's sections on Ireland in his 
History of Englandin the Eighteenth Century, published in eight volumes 1878-
1890, as quoted itiA New History of Ireland, Vol IV, edited by T. W. Moody & W. 
E. Vaughan (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1986) pp 123-129. 

6 Congregational Memoirs of the Old Presbyterian Church of Lame andKilwaughter, 
compiled by R. H. Mcllrath and J. W. Nelson (Larne NI, 1975) pp 24,34 & 42. 

7 From HearthMoney Roll, PRONI Transcript #307A, p 45, Raloo & Browndod. Arranged 
by county and parish, HearthMoney Rolls listed the name of the householder and 
the number of hearths on which he/she was taxed at the rate of two shillings per 
hearth or fireplace. The year of this survey, 1669, and identification of one 
head of household as' 'Widow Crafford" suggests Patrick Crawford may have 
preceded his wife, Nancy Blair Crawford, in death. Four other households were 
included with John Crafford and Widow Crafford in the listing for 
Ballyrickardbeg, one of them headed by a William Blair. John "Crafford" may have 
been the son of Patrick Crawford and Nancy Blair Crawford, or perhaps a brother 
of Patrick Crawford. The only Patrick Crawford on this roll was a Pat Crafford in 
Ballinalocke, further identified Ballynalough, part of Templepatrick, County 
Antrim. 

8 D. H. Akenson & R.S.J. Clarke Gravestone Inscriptions of County Antrim, Vol 2, 
Parishes of Glynn, Kilroot, Raloo, andTemplecorran (Belfast: Ulster Historical 
Foundation, 1981) p 68. P 67 documents the 1691 death of Nancy Blair Crawford. 

9 Marriage and Baptismal Records of the Reverends Josias Clugston (1726-1753) and 
James Worrall (1796-1807), The Old Presbyterian Church of Larne and Kilwaughter, 
read at Larne NI by this writer with permission of the Reverends Robin Williamson 
and John W Nelson, November 1995. Rev. Clugston served this church 1717 to 1775, 
but all his marriage and baptismal records did not survive. 

10 See Footnote 4. Page 1 begins: "The History of Nancy Boyd. The wife of Thomas 
Crawford of Bagstown Braid." 
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11 PRONI Document #1954/4/87, three pages. 

12 Edwards' An Atlas of Irish History, p 232 

13 Gravestone Inscriptions, County Antrim, Vol 1, Parish of Islandmagee, compiled 
by George Rutherford, edited by R.S.J. Clarke with Introduction by Prof. D. H. 
Akenson (Belfast: Ulster Historical Foundation) p viii of Introduction. 

14 Jean Stephenson Scotch-Irish Migration to South Carolina, 1772, subtitled Rev 
William Martin and His Five Shiploads of Settlers (Washington DC: Jean 
Stephenson, 1971) pp 33-37, 41, & 68. One of Rev Martin's crossings, in December 
1772, included a William Crawford. William Crawford signed a letterwritten to the 
newspaper The Belfast News-Letter which praised services provided and 
considerations shown to passengers aboard theship LordDunluce by her captain and 
crew. That William Crawford obtained a colonial grant of land on waters of 
Wateree Creek, where he remained near Rev Martin and others who settled in what 
later became York and Chester counties. Documentation from his descendants prove 
that William Crawford was not the subject of this chronicle but, since written 
accounts attribute Rev Martin's preaching days in Ireland to the Ballymena area 
immediately west of Larne and Kilwaughter, the 1772 emigrant William Crawford may 
have been of the Crawford families who lived in Raloo Parish. Further reference 
to this William Crawford is found in Joseph E. Hart Jr's manuscript The Crawford 
Family ofBethany (1969, on file at York County Library, Rock Hill SC);A Sketch of 
the Covenanters of Rocky Creek, Chester County SC, unpublished manuscript by 
Daniel Green Stinson & Matthew Elder, dictated to Mary Jane Elder, on file at 
York Co Library, Rock Hill SC; and Edward H. Dawson Purity and Its People, A 
History of Purity Presbyterian Church, Chester SC 1787-1987, with more on Rev 
William Martin. 

15 Akenson & Clarke Gravestone Inscriptions of County Antrim, Vol 2, pix of 
Introduction. 

16 Brian Mitchell Irish Passenger Lists 1803-1806, Lists of Passengers Sailing 
from Ireland to America,  
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Some letters reaching County Antrim in the 1790s were sent by members of the Whiteford, Stuart, Hunter, and 
McGowan families who had settled east of the Saluda River and along the border of Laurens and Newberry 
Districts, South Carolina. Another Antrim family, spelled alternately Nickels-Nickles-Nichols, had reached the 
area before the Revolutionary War. 

David Whiteford had arrived from County Antrim by 1790, and by 1792 he had obtained a land grant on Cane 
Creek, a stream entering the Saluda about five miles north of the Laurens-Newberry line. The year 1792, or 
early 1793, brought James and Matthew Hunter, "natives of Ireland," who began acquiring substantial 
amounts of property on Mudlick Creek and Little River, not far from Whiteford. Alexander Stuart of County 
Antrim joined the settlement about 1796, and in 1801 the families of Patrick McGowan and Samuel 
McWilliams arrived. They had been encouraged by Patrick McGowan's brother John, who sent word about the 
inviting lands along Cane Creek soon after his arrival in 1791.1 

The story of the McGowan-McWilliams arrival in 1801 was told by historian Eleanor D. McSwain in her 1974 
book Some Descendants of David McSwain of the Isle of Skye. 

McSwain wrote of severe punishment inflicted upon an elder brother of Patrick McGowan, Robert McGowan, 
after the failed 1798 uprising by United Irishmen. As soon as possible, Patrick McGowan found a way to leave 
Ireland. 

Along with the family of Samuel McWilliams of Mount Hill, and others, Patrick McGowan and family sailed from 
Belfast in autumn 1800 on the ship Sallie, bound for Charleston. 

The Sallie had to put in for repairs at Cork, causing a delay of several months, and the ship did not reach 
Charleston until May 1801. One day after arrival, Patrick McGowan fell ill travelling to the backcountry. He died 
that same day. Patrick's 13-year-old son, William McGowan, then became the man of his family and helped 
his widowed mother and three sisters complete their journey with the McWilliamses to Laurens District. They 
were soon reunited with John McGowan and others formerly of County Antrim. In a few years William 
McGowan married Jane “Jeannie” McWilliams (born 1794), daughter of Samuel McWilliams and Martha 
Moore McWilliams.2 

By the middle of 1806 Samuel McWilliams gained possession of his own 200 acres on Cane Creek. The 
McGowans had settled nearby.3 

The ground they occupied had been fought over more than once during the Revolution. Most Scots-Irish 
settlers had supported the Patriot cause, but sev-eral remained loyal to their King under the contrasting 
leadership styles of two men named Cunningham. Major William Cunningham commanded a band of Loyalist 
militia who joined with British Regulars to heap suffering upon their Cane and Mudlick Creek neighbours until 
Patriots gained and held the upper hand. Bitter memories of "Bloody Bill" Cunningham lingered long after the 
1780s. 

Colonel Patrick Cunningham, however, led the Loyalist Little River Regiment in such manner that, at war's 
end, Patriot General Andrew Pickens testified to his character and conduct. Patrick Cunningham's reputation 
for square dealing and his abilities as a surveyor quickly restored him to good standing among his neighbours. 
The Saluda River plantation he built a few miles north of Cane Creek, Rosemont, raised that prominence even 
higher before Patrick Cunningham's death in 1796.4 

In the alternating terror and truce which marked each year of the Revolu-tionary War, all sides agreed to make 
one particular Laurens District spring a place of safety. Below a hill just a short distance southeast from Cane 
Creek, this source of fresh water could be visited by either Patriot or Tory. It became known as Liberty Spring. 

About 1787, Covenanter Minister John McCosh founded a church at the site, Liberty Springs Presbyterian 
Church. Soon a school began meeting in the log church, with the Reverend McCosh serving as both pastor 
and schoolmaster.5 
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The year was unrecorded when these settlers began referring by name to the hill which stands above Liberty 
Spring. Some sources say the name origi-nated from the crossing of a wagon road and a foot trail at the top of 
the hill. A case might also be made that Ex-Antrim families who flocked to the vicinity chose the name Cross 
Hill as a way of holding on to a familiar landmark of their past. The community around the hill and the spring 
eventually developed into the town of Cross Hill.6 

It is not known if he accompanied Samuel McWilliams and Patrick McGowan on the Sallie in 1801, but another 
man named McWilliams had brought his family into the Liberty Spring/Cross Hill neighborhood by 1806. 
Alexander McWilliams, on 22 February 1806, paid $493.33 to John and Matthew Hunter for 253 acres on "a 
branch of Mudlick waters of Saluda River..." Actually, the headwaters of Mudlick Creek surface below Cross 
Hill and the tributary flows southeasterly to join Little River, then that larger stream enters the Saluda. The 
deed was not certified before court until 5 August 1806, and that date has been picked up by other 
publications, including McSwain, as date of the transaction. Opening line of the text reads 22 February.7 

Corroboration of the February closing date is found in a 29 May 1806 deed from James Nickels to Alexander 
Austin for 300 acres "situated in the District of Laurens on the waters Mudlicke creek..." The property of 
Alexander McWilliams was specified as northern border of those 300 acres.8 [See map #2] 

McSwain stated "...The relationship between the two men, Alexander McWilliams and Samuel McWilliams, is 
not known to the author, but they prob-ably were brothers."9 

That belief is supported by ages shown for both men on 1810's census of Laurens District. The household of 
Samuel McWilliams, on page 37, was headed by a man aged 26-45. His actual age probably fell closer to the 
latter figure since Samuel's daughter Jane McWilliams McGowan was born in 1794, and McSwain believed 
Jane was not the eldest child. 

Page 42A of the same census listed two households headed by Alexander McWilliams, side by side, or close 
enough to be placed on lines five and six. Both households show the eldest male was 45-plus. That suggests 
birth by or before 1765.10 

The McWilliamses wrote wills, thereby earning the everlasting gratitude of family historians. 

Alexander McWilliams dictated his last will and testament in March 1813. He left evidence which supplied a 
major part of the backbone of this chronicle. 

And he may have left, between the lines, an explanation as to identity of the other middle-aged man in his two 
households of 1810. 

The will named the children of Alexander McWilliams. He mentioned no son named Alexander; likewise no 
son named Samuel. However, in listing his children Alexander McWilliams specified "...including William 
Craford who is married to my daughter Esther McWilliams." 

Full text of that will is as follows: 

"In the Name of God Amen 

"I Alexander McWilliams Calling to Mind the Mortality of man and knowing that it is appointed to all men once 
to Die Doe Constitute [ 'this' struck through] and ordain this my Last Will and Testament Baring Date 30th of 
March 1813- 

"and first of all I Commend my spirit to God Who gave it and my Body I Desier to be Buried in Decent Christian 
Burial at the Descretion of My Executors and Secondly I give to my Son David McWilliams Seventy Acers of 
land and then after my Debts are Discharged and Settled with my Creditors the Ballance of my Land to be 
Equity Divided amongst the remainder of my Children viz. John, Andrew, Robert and Jane and Mary 
McWilliams Including William Craford Who is Maried to my Daughter Esther McWilliams. 

"and likewis ['the' struck through] My Moveable property is to be Equity Divided among my Children ['at the' 
struck through] and if they Canot agree among themselvs With Respecting the Divide of said property they 
shall Sell the sd property at publick sale and the Money to be Equity Divided amongst ['the' struck through] 
them ['at the Descretion' struck through] all Which is to be Done at the Descretion of Samuel Leeman and 
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John Wiseman Whom I Constitute my sole Executors Sealed Sined and Delivered in the presence of us this 
30th Day of March 1813- 

/signature/ Alexander McWilliams 

"Witnesses: 

"John Wiseman 

"Andrew Hunter 

"William Crawford"11 

The will of Alexander McWilliams made no mention of a surviving wife, indicative that the mother of 
Alexander's children had died before 30 March 1813. 

Two of the four sons named in the will — John and Andrew — are pre-sumed to have been the John 
McWilliams, age 16-26, page 39, and Andrew McWilliams, age 16-26, page 37, 1810 census of Laurens 
District SC. Their presence as heads of household in 1810 supports belief that John and Andrew McWilliams 
had gone out on their own a few years before their father died. 

No household headed by a Robert McWilliams appeared in that 1810 Laurens census. The other son, David, 
who benefited from a special bequest of 70 acres, was likely single and living in one of his father's households 
in 1810. 

Further documentation about David McWilliams in this record of events will show he was born about 1790 in 
Ireland; thus he was in his early 20s at the time of his father's death. That he was sufficiently adult to 
administer his own affairs is proven in a deed dated 1 October 1810, when David McWilliams purchased 50 
acres of land on Mudlick Creek from Alexander McWilliams. Text includes "...being part of 253 
acres...conveyed by Matthew Hunter to Alexander McWilliams."12 

Very little is known about two of the three daughters named in the 1813 will of Alexander McWilliams —Jean, 
or Jane, and Mary. The daughter Esther, who before 30 March 1813 had married William Crawford, will be 
accounted for as this chronicle moves forward. Succeeding chapters carry more details about her and confirm 
she was born about 1793, in Ireland. 

Thus a time frame emerges — after 1793, before 1806—for the arrival of Alexander McWilliams and family in 
South Carolina. Such a large family may not have emigrated in one group due to the expense of passage. 
Generally, an adult fare took all of a year's income earned by a small farmer or common workman. John or 
Andrew McWilliams, possibly both, may have married in Ireland and then sailed to locate near kin in South 
Carolina. 

While McSwain quoted sources which linked Samuel McWilliams to Mount Hill, no clear definition that 
Alexander McWilliams' homeplace was Raloo Par-ish in County Antrim has been found. But there is abundant 
reason for believing it. 

County Antrim's 1669 HearthMoney Roll (Chapter 1, footnote 7) included Allex McQuillian and John Crafford 
as two of eight names under Durnany/ Dunnaney in Belfast Barony. The same 1669 roll placed a John 
McQuillian as one of six names under Ballypriormore, Lower Liberty of Islandmagee, Belfast Barony.13 

The earliest surviving tombstone of a McWilliams at Raloo Graveyard ap-pears to be the memorial to Robert 
McWilliams "of Browndod, who died 5 Feby 1827 aged 73 years." He was a contemporary — if not a proven 
kinsman — of Alexander and Samuel McWilliams.14 

More evidence of the McWilliams presence in/around Raloo is shown in 

Tithe Applotment Books for the seven years ending 1830. An Andrew McWilliams appeared in the list of Raloo 
Parish's Altilevelly townland, and again in Ballyrickardbeg. Altilevelly is located on the immediate south side of 
Mount Hill; Ballyrickardbeg on the north side. The same report included a Samuel McWilliams and a Nathaniel 
McWilliams in Ballyrickardbeg and Ballyrickardmore.15 
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Of course such fragmentary findings do not establish a direct link between these people and the Alexander 
McWilliams who died in 1813 in Laurens Dis-trict SC. But they support McSwain's reference to Mount Hill as 
the place left by the Laurens District's Samuel McWilliams when he boarded the Sallie. The first name Allex — 
short for Alexander—had been borne by a McQuillian in Belfast Barony in 1669. And the first names John, 
Robert, and Andrew — together with Samuel and Nathaniel — identified other McQuillians/McWilliamses 
found in the territory 10-to-15 miles north of Belfast and surrounding Raloo. 

The reader has noted the names of sons in the 1813 will of Alexander McWilliams. Mention should be made 
here that the Samuel McWilliams who arrived in Laurens District in 1801 named a son Alexander, and that 
Alexander McWilliams — born about 1795-1810, was executor of his father's will when Samuel McWilliams 
died in 1845.16 

The son of Samuel McWilliams was far too young to have been one of the two Alexander McWilliamses 
written on lines five and six, page 42A, 1810 Cen-sus of Laurens District.17 

No claim is made here other than Ulster, Ireland, for the birthplace of the Alexander McWilliams who died in 
Laurens District in 1813. But his settling in the midst of families with ties to County Antrim — Austin, 
McGowan, Moore, Nickles, Stuart, Watt, and Whiteford, as well as Crawford — supports reasoning that 
Alexander, like Samuel McWilliams, was one of the McWilh'amses of Mount Hill in Raloo Parish, or 
thereabouts. 

Clearer is the fact that he was a God-fearing man who arrived in South Caro-lina with a mission to own the 
land he lived on, and he brought with him — or soon possessed by divine assistance and his own hard work 
— sufficient funds to accomplish that. His payment of almost 500 dollars for land he purchased from John and 
Matthew Hunter in February 1806 testifies to modest material worth. No mortgage was recorded with the 
deed, and Alexander's disposing of the property — through the 1810 deed to son David and in his 1813 will — 
indicates clear title. 

The will was proved 4 April 1813, signalling death occurred on or about the first day of April, almost 
immediately after Alexander scrawled his signature on 30 March. John Wiseman and Andrew Hunter swore 
they witnessed the will. 

On 9 April 1813, at the courthouse in nearby Laurensville [then the name of the town of Laurens] four of 
Alexander's neighbors — Samuel Goodman, Alexander Austin, Thomas Ligon, and David Reed — were 
appointed to ap-praise the goods and chattels of the estate in preparation for sale. The four men acted that 
same day and submitted a report as follows: 

[Each item in order, followed by the appraised value] Swine, $17.25; One Mare, $40.00; Saddle and Bridles, 
$2.00; Plantation Tools, $10.00; Empty Bar-rels, $1.50; Household Furniture, $26.05; Seed Gotten, $16.00; 
Some Plank, $2.00; Body Clothing, $4.00; 1 Darey and Bacon and Hoges lard, $12.00; Pottery, $1.00; A 
quantity of Corn fodder and Oats, $27.00; Wheat and Oats growing in the ground, $7.00; and Horned Cattel, 
$38.00. Total Appraised Value: $203.86." 

The estate sale, supervised by Executors Samuel Leeman and John Wiseman, took place 30 April 1813. The 
sale produced $177.77. Most items brought their approximate appraised value, except for the mare. What 
appeared in the eyes of her appraisers to be a $40 animal brought little more than half that amount. With 
saddle and bridle thrown in, the mare sold for $26.36. Names of buyers were not given in the summary of the 
sale. 

Almost two years passed before the Executors submitted their final report to the court. The last page of the 
estate file confirms Samuel Leeman and John Wiseman made oaths on 7 January 1815 before David 
Anderson, Ordinary, Laurens District, that they had paid debts, demands, and expenses of adminis-tration of 
the estate. The file contains no further information between the date of the sale, 30 April 1813, and the final 
report of 7 January 1815.18 
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Endnotes 
                                                      

1 BrentH. tiokombSouth Carolina Naturalizations 1783-1850 (Baltimore: 
Genea-logical Publishing Co., 1985), citing the first printing of Laurens 
Naturalizations in Geor-gia Genealogical Magazine, Numbers 37,42, & 43, edited by 
the Rev. Samuel Emmett Lucas Jr. Original petitions from which abstracts were 
made have not been located. David Whiteford, Roll #7, filed petition in April 
1807, saying he had resided in South Carolina for 17 years. His character 
witnesses were W. Burnside, Matthew Hunter, Jno. Wiseman, Jas. Young, Wm McCredy, 
Jno. Watts, Rich'd Watts. 

Alexander Stuart, Roll #2, filed petition in April 1806, stating he had resided 
in the state for 10 years and upwards. Certifying as to his character were Wm 
Caldwell, Jno. Simpson, Wm Dunlap, George Bowie, Wm Nibbs, J. W. McKebbin. James 
Hunter, Roll #11, petitioned in April 1807, saying he had resided in SC 14 years. 
Matthew Hunter, Roll #12, petitioned same time as James, and said he had been in 
the state 14 years. His character witnesses: Wm Dunlapjno. Garlingtonjno. 
Simpson, Elihu Creswell. 

William McGowan, Roll #16, filed in April 1808, stated he had resided for seven 
years in SC. Testifying as to character were Josiah Evans, Samuel Leman, Meshac 
Overby, and Jno. Beasley. John McGowan, Roll #45, filed petition in April 1811, 
and swore he had resided in the state since December 1791. No character witnesses 
identified. 

2 Eleanor D. McSwain Some Descendants of David McSwain of the Isle ofSkye (Ma-con 
GA: Eleanor D. McSwain, 1974) pp 116-150, reviewed at South Caroliniana Library, 
Columbia SC. McSwain qualified a further source for her McWilliams family 
information was Calhoun Genealogy compiled by L. D. McPhearson (1959). In a 1994 
letter to this writer, Mrs McSwain advised that she had seen no additional 
information on the McWilliams family in the 20 years following her book's 
publication. 

3 Laurens Deedbook H, p 173 

4 Rosemont Plantation, Laurens County SC, A History of the Cunningham Family and 
Its Life on the Land, compiled by Christy Snipes (Laurens SC: Laurens County 
Historical Society, 1992) 

5 Names in South Carolina, Vol XV, Winter 1968, edited by Claude Henry Neuffer 
(Co-lumbia: Dept of English, University of South Carolina) pp 9-10. Also Julian 
Stevenson BolickA Laurens County Sketchbook (Laurens: Mrs Julian S. Bolick, 
1973), pp 1-64 on develop-ment of the county by Edna Riddle Foy. Also The 
Reverend Dudley Jones A History of Lib-erty Springs Presbyterian Church 1787-1937 
(Clinton SC, The Rev. Dudley Jones, 1937). 

6 Neuffer Names in South Carolina, Vol XXVIIII, Winter 1981, pp 20-21; and Bolick 
A Laurens County Sketchbook, p 24. 

7 Laurens Deedbook H, p 152. 

8 Laurens Deedbook K, p 108. 

9 McSwain's McWilliams segment begins p 141. 

10 U.S. Department of Commerce, Third Census of the United States, 1810, Microfilm 
Series M 252, Laurens Dist SC, pages as noted. Further Census Bibliography at end 
of book. 
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11 Laurens Estate Records, Bundle 50, Package 16, Will is one page of a 12-page 
file, microfilm at South Carolina Department of Archives & History, 1430 Senate 
St, Columbia  

sc 29211-2669. 

12 Laurens Deedbook J, p 189. Indexes and other publications show William Rodgers 
as Grantor in this transaction. Actual text of deed clearly states "I, Alexander 
McWilliams of the state and district aforesaid in consideration of the sum of one 
hundred and six dollars and one quarter to me paid by David McWilliams..." The 
erroneous showing of William Rodgers as Grantor apparently came from the name 
William Rodgers as a witness to the transaction, together with James Watts and R. 
Campbell. The deed was recorded in January 1811, and that date was picked up for 
the Index and other publications. Text shows the transaction took place "this 
first day of October anno Domini One thousand Eight hundred and ten." 

13 HearthMoney Roll, PRONI Transcript #307B, p 24. The reader's open right palm 
will illustrate Islandmagee's relationship to the Antrim mainland. Islandmagee is 
the thumb-like strip of land, with the open space between the thumb and first 
finger representing Lame Lough. Raloo Parish is represented at the base of the 
first two fingers. 

14 Gravestone Inscriptions of County Antrim, Vol 2, p 83, and PRONI Document #300/ 
1/5/75 "Will of Robert McWilliams of Browndod" (1827). 

15 Tithe Applotment Books, PRONI FIN 5A/234 (Raloo Parish, Diocese of Connor, 
County Antrim, William Bewleigh Tithe Commissioner). 

16 Laurens County SC Wills, Book A, p 48 

17 Yet another PRONI finding [PRONI T 933(2)] places an Alexander McWilliams in a 
different county than Antrim in 1790-1791. County Armagh is southwest of Antrim, 
on the opposite shore of Lough Neagh. Rent rolls of the Armagh estate of James 
Johnston Esquire were preserved to the year November 1790 to November 1791, and 
for the like period No-vember 1800 to November 1801. 

Tenants named under Drumsallin in the 1790 roll included "Alexr McWilliams for 14 
acres, I rod, 35 perches, at an annual rent of 6 pounds, 9 shillings." The record 
further confirms this rent had been paid by November 1791. The next roll, for 
1800-1801, did not include Alexander McWilliams or anyone of that surname. The 
tenant had obviously moved. Drumsallin is about four miles west of the town of 
Armagh and about 50 miles from Raloo and Mount Hill. 

The County Armagh location suggests the Alexander McWilliams of 1790-1791 may 
have been part of the McWilliam family of Aughnacloy, Banbridge, and Carnteel — 
towns far-ther west of Drumsallin and the town of Armagh. PRONI Transcript 1292, 
The McWilliam Family Record by John M. McWilliam includes brief baptism and 
marriage records of years prior to 1729 at First Presbyterian Church, Armagh (all 
registers for 1729-1796 were said to be missing). Among baptisms were those of 
Mary, daughter of David McWilliam, on 8 Au-gust 1708, and Elizabeth, daughter of 
David McWilliam, 28 January 1710. The same McWilliam transcript provides a record 
of marriages and baptisms in this surname 1756-1794 at Banbridge Presbyterian 
Church. The earliest baptismal entry is 14 May 1756 for Esther, daughter of David 
McWilliam and Mary Herron. No Alexander McWilliam was shown in any of these 
marriage and baptism lists. John M. McWilliam concluded: '"there are many later 
records [that] McWilliams lived in Banbridge till recent [he wrote in 1955] 
years. The Armagh family seem to have died out early in the nineteenth century.' 
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18 Appointments, Reports of Appraisers, and Sale Reports of Executors, included in 
11 of 12 pages of Laurens Estate Records, Bundle 50, Package 16, MF, South 
Carolina Dept of Archives & History, Columbia SC. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

Alexander McWilliams owned no slaves. That is corroborated by both 1810's Census and the settlement of his 
estate in 1813. His four sons probably provided the manpower needed to clear the land and to plant and 
harvest his crops. 

And it appears more help arrived in the person of widower William A. Crawford, the man of legend. His 
marriage to Alexander McWiUiams' daughter Esther, as perceived by this writer, probably took place about 
1809 or 1810, when Esther McWiUiams was 16 or 17 years old. The wedding premise is founded on the 
arrival of two children: a son, named John Alexander Crawford, born 8 July 1812; and a daughter, named 
Jane Lyle Crawford, who was born either a year earlier or one year after John.1 

Historical significance pours from the names of these children. The middle name Alexander for the son born in 
1812 hints of honour paid to the father of Esther McWilliams Crawford. This male child's first name suggests 
similar homage to a male ancestor of William A. Crawford. 

The two names Jane and Lyle given to the daughter born about 1811 or 1813 indicate respect paid to an 
earlier Jane Lyle, probably the woman who married John Crawford at the Old Presbyterian Church of Larne 
and Kilwaughter 21 August 1746. That hints, but does not prove, William A. Crawford, this female child's 
father, may have been a son of John Crawford and Jane Lyle Crawford. 

If, as it appears, William A. Crawford was one of the men 45-plus in the two 1810 households of Alexander 
McWilliams, his birth should have occurred 1765 or earlier. That placed him 2 5-plus by 1790, 3 5-plus by 
1800, and so on — ages consistent for a young man who had time to marry and start a family before he sailed 
to America. And births 1765 and earlier fell within the childbearing years of the first Jane Lyle Crawford, 
presuming she was not past 25 or so when she married John Crawford in 1746. 

The unsigned, undated manuscript "The History of Nancy Boyd" (Chapter 1, footnotes 4 & 10) stated that John 
Crawford and Jane Lyle Crawford had three children: Matthew (born about 1760 according to his tombstone at 
Raloo Grave-yard), who married Nancy Boyd Crawford's daughter Janet; Betty, who married William Blair; and 
William, who "married a Miss Stuart; they emigrated to South Carolina and left thirteen of a family." 

A rush to conclude that "Miss Stuart" was the wife William A. Crawford surrendered to sickness and death on 
the crossing must be slowed for consider-ation of a very important factor. If William A. Crawford brought 
children with him upon his arrival at Charleston, his waiting until 1812 to name a son for his own father would 
have bent traditional Scots-Irish naming patterns.2 

His first children were not females only. Succeeding chapters will document all daughters born to the 
perceived union of William A. Crawford and Esther McWilliams Crawford, their names, marriages, etc. The 
only daughter who could have been a child of William's first marriage was Rebecca Crawford. 

Sons born after John Alexander Crawford in July 1812 evidently did not in-clude Thomas, Mark, or Caleb (see 
Chapter 1), and findings on Samuel are inconclusive. If the legendary existence of Thomas, Mark, and Caleb 
Crawford can be believed, their births must have occurred before their father left Ireland. 

Four unidentified young males under age 10, and two aged 10-16, appear in one of the 1810 households of 
Alexander McWilliams, Laurens District. Alexander's son Robert McWilliams may have been one of them. 

The same household (1810 Census Laurens District SC, page 42A, line five) included one female under age 
10 and two 10-16. This household had one female 26-45 who may have been Alexander's wife, presumed 
deceased before March 1813 but possibly alive at census time 1810. 

The second Alexander McWilliams household (line six) had one female 10-16 and one 16-26. 

Of the six females in both households, three are presumed to have been Alexander McWilliams' daughters — 
Jane/Jean, Mary, and Esther. Rebecca Crawford may have been a fourth; according to one source she died at 
age 14.3 
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The fifth and sixth females are unidentified, but death could have claimed another daughter of Alexander — 
like his wife, perhaps, between 1810-1813. 

The three males above age 16 in these two households appear to have been Alexander McWilliams himself, 
his son David, and his son-in-law William Crawford. 

Clearly, the number of children who arrived at Mudlick Creek with William A. Crawford has not been 
established. And identity of William A. Crawford's father and mother remains to be proved. But the naming of 
Jane Lyle Crawford, born in 1810-1811 or 1813 in South Carolina, strongly implies a connection to the couple 
married in 1746, John Crawford and Jane Lyle, of Raloo Parish, County Antrim, Ulster, Ireland. 

By including son-in-law William Crawford for a share of his estate, Alexander McWilliams probably intended 
the bequest as a dowry for daughter Esther. 

But the other children of Alexander McWilliams apparently saw their brother-in-law's presence in a different 
light. 

William Crawford did obtain a parcel of his father-in-law's land six months after Alexander's death, but he paid 
for it. To be exact, $56.40. Still, consider-ing how far he had come from that gloomy arrival at Charleston, 
William had little reason to protest the price. 

Land records show, on 13 October 1813 "...we the heirs of Alexander McWilliams...in consideration of the sum 
of $56.40 paid by William Crawford...have granted, sold...to said Crawford 40 acres on waters of Mudlick 
Creek...being part of a tract of land originally granted Matthew Hunter and by him sold to Alexander 
McWilliams." John Wiseman and Samuel Leeman wit-nessed the transaction along with Thomas Ligon, who 
reported and gave oath before the court.4 

The deed was signed by brothers Andrew and John McWilliams. Jane/Jean and Mary McWilliams made their 
marks. The name of Robert McWilliams is absent from this transaction, and his whereabouts from the time of 
his father's will is unknown. David McWilliams was not party to the matter, as he had been bequeathed 70 
acres outright and Alexander dictated that the remainder of his land was to be divided amongst his other 
children. 

Pinpointing those 40 acres is no simple task. Laurens District used no landlot numbering system at the time. 
Borders were not defined by surveyor's compass directions and degrees but in the name of owners of 
adjoining property. The text furnishes as location "...it being bounded on the East by Nicoles and South and 
West by the said McWilliams Land and West by William Ligons Land and North by Obd Meshecks..." The 
neighbour to the north was either Meshack Overby or Obediah Michaux, two different men of the community at 
that time.5 

"Nicoles," who owned land on the east side of William Crawford's 40 acres, undoubtedly was one of the 
Nickles/Nichols family, probably James Nichols, whose household was shown on the line immediately 
preceding the name of Alexander McWilliams on 1810's census.6 

William Ligon's land formed the western border with a section of the McWilliams property, which then 
encompassed the 120 acres of David McWilliams (50 purchased in 1810, 70 bestowed in the 1813 will) and 93 
acres, more or less, remaining in the hands of McWilliams heirs after they sold 40 acres to William Crawford.7 

One or both William Ligon and Thomas Ligon operated Ligon's Private En-terprise, a combination general 
store, blacksmith's, and tavern or traveler's rest near Cross Hill/Liberty Spring. The Ligon establishment was a 
convenient gath-ering place for people who resided between Cane and Mudlick Creeks, like Liberty Springs 
Church and School.8 

For a time the nearest post office was at Black's Store and Mill, at the bridge crossing Litde River, about two 
miles east of headwaters of Mudlick Creek. Black's was on the stagecoach routes from Columbia to Greenville 
and from New Or-leans to Washington. In 1814 that post office was moved and renamed Hunts-ville, said in 
honor of the Hunter family, whose most prominent member had been the Honorable John Hunter, U. S. 
Senator from South Carolina in 1797-1798. He died in 1802.9 
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Another post office was at Belfast, east of Little River and close beside Little River Presbyterian Church on the 
Laurens/Newberry line. John Simpson had given the name Belfast to his plantation, another clear expression 
of fondness for the part of Ireland these immigrants had left behind. 

While William Crawford and David McWilliams farmed along Mudlick Creek 1810 to 1815, their bodies grew 
more accustomed to South Carolina's heat. Summer temperatures soared 25 degrees higher than the reading 
of a typical Tune day in Ireland. Rain fell less often, and then came in a fury unlike the customarily gentle 
waterings they had seen in the old country. 

Like generations before them, they shared the work irrespective of whose fields produced the corn and wheat 
which fed their extended family. The plant-ing and growing of cotton, however, was a new experience. 

By 1810 short staple cotton had become the chief cash crop for farmers of the Carolina Piedmont, having 
displaced tobacco after invention of the cotton gin. Short staple cotton brought, on average, about half the 
price paid for long staple, sea island cotton of the Carolina and Georgia coasts. But upland farmers liked the 
decidedly lower costs of cultivating the shorter grade. From 1804 to 1809 short staple prices hovered a little 
above or a little below 10 cents per pound, then shot up briefly 1810-1811 before falling to pre-1809 levels. 
The world market opened wide to South Carolina cotton and prices doubled once the second American war 
with Britain finally ended in early 1815.10 

Owners of large plantations increased their numbers of slaves in order to plant more and more fields in cotton. 
These planters had, or could acquire, the money to make such investments. The small farmer watched in 
envy. 

In 1810 the farms surrounding Alexander McWilliams and family had very few slaves. The Burnside farm had 
one slave, as did that of James Nichols. Matthew Hunter owned two, Samuel Leeman one, and Captain 
James McMayhan one.11 

As boys back in Ireland, William Crawford and David McWilliams heard stories of men who prowled the 
harbors of the North Channel. Scottish and Irish youths were the prey of these vultures who kidnaped lads like 
William and David, hauled them away to some Caribbean island where they were sold into slavery, and few 
ever saw their families again. 

Their parents and grandparents had sought to break free from dependence on the mercy of a few privileged 
land barons. In that time and in that place, many had to leave in order to escape servitude. 

Such memories became entangled in the new decisions which confronted William Crawford and David 
McWilliams in the new country whose ways they were struggling to learn. 

They heard ministers quote Bible passages recalling the existence of slavery under Pharoahs and Kings of the 
Old Testament as well as verses from the New which admonished slavemasters to treat well all in their 
charge. At the mill, the blacksmith's, and the post office, they heard explanations of rights reserved by the 
State of South Carolina and granted to each of her citizens. Some of the talk claimed slaves brought from the 
jungles of Africa were not men and women, but animals. 

They saw large plantations grow larger and new settlements spread where forests had stood. They listened as 
learned men of their community discussed the opening of new lands west of South Carolina. Georgia was 
mentioned most often, but Alabama and Mississippi were gaining in recognition. 

David McWilliams and William Crawford watched Laurens District become more thickly populated, and they 
could not fail to see the influence slave labor had in that growth. 

Their own log dwellings must have seemed cramped and dirty after they walked past yet another new manor 
house or saw a new wing being added to an existing plantation home on their road. 

Men of ambition, whatever the time and place, notice such things. David McWilliams and William Crawford 
were ambitious. Pursuit of ambition had brought them across an ocean. Their next crossing involved a mere 
river. 
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Endnotes 
                                                      

1 Jane Lyle Crawford Wright's age at census time was recorded as 47 in I860 (19 
June I860, Cobb Co GA, p 267), 59 in 1870 (1870 Cobb Co GA, p 287), and 67 in 
1880 (1 June 1880,CobbCoGAED34,Sh2). 

2 2. Gerald Hamilton-Edwards In Search of Scottish Ancestry, (Chichester, Sussex, 
En-gland: Phillimore & Co LTD, 1972, and Baltimore:Genealogical Publishing Co, 
1972) p 71: "Naming Customs: Scotland, being a country appreciative of its 
traditions, had a highly developed system of naming their children. The general 
custom, to which there were some variations, was to name children as follows: The 
eldest son after the paternal grandfather, the second son after the maternal 
grandfather, the third son after the father; the eldest daugh-ter after the 
maternal grandmother, the second daughter after the paternal grandmother, the 
third daughter after the mother. Younger children would be named after earlier 
fore-bears, but the pattern in their case was less settled. 

"One variation from the above was for the eldest son to be named after the 
mother's father and the eldest daughter after the father's mother. In this case 
the second son would be named after the father's father and the second daughter 
after the mother's mother. Occasionally the second son and daughter would be 
named after the father and mother instead of the third son and daughter. Another 
variation was to call the third daughter after one of the great grandmothers 
instead of after the mother. In such a case the fourth daughter would usually be 
called after the mother." 

And, from p 72: "... The existence of earlier children who died young will affect 
the pattern. However, the third son being named after the father, whose name may 
be already known to you, will help you in that case to fix the position of 
earlier sons."  

3 Manuscript The Crawford Ancestry by Roscoe C. Knox, Decatur GA1942. 

4 Laurens Deedbook L, pp 135-136. 

5 Laurens Deedbook L,pp 135-136 reads "ObdMeshecks," McWilliams heirs to William 
Crawford. Laurens Deedbook C, pp 344-346, & D, pp 94-95, Peter & Elizabeth 
Griffin 1790-1791 to Meshak Overby. And Deedbook F, p 77, Meshack Overby to 
Robert Swanzy 1796. 

6 1810 census Laurens Dist SC, p 42A, lines 4 & 5. 

7 7. William Crawford had owned his 40 acres about six months when David 
McWilliams completed a different land transaction with other Crawfords. Text of 
this deed, dated 9 April 1814, indicates earnest money had been paid prior to the 
death of Alexander McWilliams, although that was not mentioned in the 1813 will 
nor in the appraisal of the estate. 

"I, David McWilliams.." the deed begins, "in consideration of the sum of one 
hundred dollars to my father paid by Agnes McNeely, Elizabeth, Mary, and David 
Crawford of said place [Laurens District] have granted, bargained... fifteen 
acres of land it being part of a tract of land containing two hundred and fifty 
acres more or less it being originally granted to Matthew Hunter and conveyed by 
Matthew Hunter to Alexr McWilliams aforesaid it being bound East and South line 
by Alexr Austin the West and North line by Matthew Hunter in the District of 
Laurens on the waters of Mudlick Creek..." Witnesses were Alexander Austin, David 
Moore, and James Austin [Laurens Deedbook K, p 89] 
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Since David acted alone, these 15 acres apparently were part of his 70-acre 
bequest or the 50 acres he purchased in 1810. The price, more than $6.50 per 
acre, suggests the parcel of land was extremely desirable, or David McWilliams 
was a shrewd young businessman. Whether David McWilliams' brother-in-law William 
Crawford was a brother or first cousin of Agnes McNeely, Elizabeth Crawford, Mary 
Crawford, and David Crawford has not been learned. Their presence in the Mudlick 
Creek community, on land which had belonged to Alexander McWilliams, strongly 
hints at such kinship. 

The next clues about them rest in Laurens deeds of 1820 and 1822. On 14 November 
1820 Elizabeth Crawford and Agnes McNeely sold an unspecified number of acres to 
a John Crawford for $50....... our right and title in tract where we now live... 
part of tract bought 

from Alexr McWilliams on Mudlick Creek waters bordering on Mrs McGowan, Alexr 
Austin, Mrs Hunter, Andrew McWilliams." William Crawford and Robert A. Monro 
witnessed the transaction [Laurens Deedbook K, p 307] 

Less than two years later, on 7 October 1822, John Crawford then sold for one 
dollar paid by Agnes McNeely and Elizabeth Crawford"... one half of that tract of 
land whereon the sd Agnes lives containing twenty five acres more or less joining 
lands with Alexander Austin Widow McGowan and the Widdow Hunter..." Alexander 
Austin and William Austin served as witnesses [Laurens Deedbook L, p 66]. The 
extremely low price — one dollar — for land worth $50 to him only two years 
before indicates John Crawford was in some way related to Agnes McNeely and 
Elizabeth Crawford. William Crawford's position in all this has not been solved, 
other than the fact he still lived sufficiently close to have witnessed the 
November 1820 transaction. 

This much is known about John Crawford of Laurens District. He petitioned for 
naturalization in 1808, stating he was a native of Ireland and had resided in 
state for 18 years. That meant John Crawford arrived in South Carolina about 
1790. Testifying to his character were Jno. Simpson, WmDunlapJas. Nickels, Jno. 
Black. [Holcomb South Carolina Naturalizations 1783-1850,, Roll #20, filed 20 
April 1808] Laurens records reveal John Crawford's will was proved 13 December 
1826 (apparently written 4 August 1824) and his estate was appraised for sale 11 
January 1827 [Laurens Wills, Book F, p 66, Bundle 15, Package 3] He named sons 
John and James Crawford as survivors. John Black and John Young, "respected 
neighbors and friends," were named his executors. George Teague, G. W. Young, and 
Daniel Cargill witnessed. 

John Crawford is buried at the old cemetery of Little River/Dominick Presbyterian 
Church on the Laurens/Newberry line. His tombstone was inscribed "...departed 
this life 19 September 1826, and the 76th year of his age." That tells he was bom 
about 1750 and was about 40 years old when he left Ireland for South Carolina. 
His wife, Margaret, died 4 November 1823 and was buried beside him. Near their 
graves is the tombstone of James Crawford, 4 June 1799-21 June 1870, very likely 
the son James identified in the will written in 1824 [Records of Little 
River/Dominick Presbyterian Church, on file at Presbyterian His-tory Center, 
Montreal NC] 

William Crawford was a contemporary, both in time and place, of John Crawford, 
Agnes McNeely, Elizabeth Crawford, Mary Crawford, and David Crawford. Whether a 
brother/sister relationship existed has not been learned. Mystery lingers from 
the Crawford presence along Mudlick Creek. 
 

8 As detailed on map of Laurens District 1820, published in Mills Atlas of South 
Carolina (7825). 
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9 Names in South Carolina, Vol XXVIII, Winter 1981, pp 20-21. Also from Records 
of Little River/Dominick Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian History Center, 
Montreal NC. Also Biographical Directory South Carolina House of Representatives, 
Vol 111, compiled by N. Louise Bailey & Elizabeth Ivey Cooper (1981) pp 361-363. 

10 Lewis Cecil Gray History of Agriculture in the Southern United States to I860, 
Vol II (New York: Augustus M. Kelly Publ., 1933) pp 737-738 & 1031. 

11 1810 Census Laurens District SC, p 42A, final column is "Number of Slaves." 

 


